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Frederick William IV not merely from the extreme demo-
crats, but from his own transient deference to Liberalism.
In 1851 he was sent as Prussian representative to the newly
reconstituted Federal Diet at Frankfort. This was the
turning-point of his political career. He entered the Diet
with feelings of deep reverence for Austria and its policy.
He left it eight years later convinced (as he wrote to Von
Schleinitz)' that the one constant factor in Austrian policy
is its jealousy of Prussia, and that for every minor German
State the royal road to Austria's favour is hostility to
Prussia' (12 May 1859). Further, he insisted that ' Prus-
sia's connexion with the " Bund " is a weakness which
must be cured sooner or later ferro et igni, if we do not apply
timely remedies'. Recalled from the Diet in 1859 ^e served
for three years as ambassador at St. Petersburg, and, in
1862, for a few months, at Paris.
When, therefore, in 1862 Bismarck assumed the reins in
Prussia he was intimately acquainted alike with the rotten- ;
ness of the existing political system in Germany and with
the main currents of European diplomacy. In Paris he had
taken the measure of Napoleon III, the man with whom he
was to cross swords, and whom he regarded as' half dreamer
and half trickster'.
In 1863 the Emperor Francis Joseph proposed a con-
ference of the sovereign princes of Germany to discuss a
revision of the Federal Constitution.   Prussia, on Bis-
marck's suggestion, declined the invitation on the ground
that the ' Austrian project did not harmonize with the
proper position of the Prussian monarchy or with the inter-
ests of the German people '.   Austria might well have taken \
up the challenge thus thrown down but for the intervention I
of another question of grave significance.
The death of King Frederick VII of Denmark in 1863 I
reopened one of the most embarrassing questions in German
THE               politics.   Frederick was not only King of ;
BoSSr* Denmark but Duke of the German puchies I
QUESTION of Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg. His <
death, without direct male heirs, dissolved a personal union '